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Jeff R. Derouen 
Executive Director 
Public Service Commission 
21 1 Sower Boulevard 
P.O. Box 615 
Frankfort, KY 40602-06 15 

RE: P.S.C. Case No. 2009-00459 

Dear Mr. Deroueii: 

Enclosed please find and accept for filing the original and ten copies of Kentucky Power 
Company’s 2012 Distribution Vegetation Management Plan. The Plan is being filed in 
compliance with paragraph 5(c)(i) of the May 19, 201 0 Unanimous Settlement Agreement in the 
above case. 

A copy of the plan is being served o 

MRO 

cc: Dennis Howard I1 

http://moverstreetQstites.com


PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION 

Planitned Milles off PhUEI!ed rh5re5 
Dislribantiona Lime OQ be Sprayed 
&dD be hhh?l$2iJllkcjd ~ ~ E I ! 5 ~ ~ ~ e ~  ilia h%!!eS District 

lo be ~ ~ i n a t a ~ i t n e ~ ~  
-Year--> 2011 2012 2013 2011 2082 2013 

Hazard 1,022 1,150 796 1,062 1,100 1,620 
Pilteville 833 877 942 619 800 1,087 
Asliland 440 328 417 325 540 440 
T ~ ~ ~ I ~  2,295 2,355 2,155 2,006 2,440 3,147 
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Tstall ~ i s t r i~~ t~ePna  Veget.1l' u. noEn 
ManagemeHal 

QD&M Expenaditnres 

2011 2012 2013 
6,012,155 5,940,089 5,866,498 
7,237,098 7,299,907 7,264,232 
3,950,747 3,960,004 4,109,185 
i7,2ooooo 17,200,ooo 17,237,965 

On Septeniber 30, 201 1 Kentucky Power filed its 2012 Distribution Vegetation 
Management Plan with tlie Public Service Commission. In the 201 2 plan, the Coiiipany 
projected undertaking distribution vegetation management work to iiiaintaiii 2,3 55 miles 
of distribution lines at an estimated O&M cost of $17.2M. In tlie 2013 Plan which is 
attached as Exn-rrnBxa 1 to this Plan, the Company projects to maintain 2,155 miles of 
distribution lilies at an estimated $17.2 million. 

In a comparison of Kentucky Power's 201 1, 2012, and 2013 Distribution 
Vegetation Maiiageineiit Plans, Ikntucky Power projected that it would undertale tlie 
following work at tlie stated cost in each of the thee  districts in its service territory: 

TJnder the Unanimous Sen leineiit Agreement, Ke1itucky Power agreed to maintain 
the test-year level of Distribution Vegetation Managenleiit O&M expenditures. In 
addition, under tlie Unanimous Settleinelit Agreement, Kentucky Power is to receive and 
is required to spend an additional $10 inillion aiviually for Distributioii Vegetation 
Management. Since the T-Tnaninious Settlement Agreement was approved, Kentucky 
Power's annual Distribution Vegetation Management O&M expenditures are expected to 
be $17.2 inillion, as proposed in tlie table above. 

A circuit-by-circuit description of tlie proposed Distribution Vegetation 
manageiiient work plan for 2.013, along with tlie associated O&M expenditures, is 
provided as EXHIB~T 2 to this Plan. ExanBnT 3 to the Plan sets out by District tlie 
projected spraying expenditures during 20 13. Finally, Exkimna 4 to the Plan provides on 
a district-by-district basis tlie projected total Q&M espenditures during 20 13. 
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As set out in inore detail on Ex~n~aas  2-4 of this Plan, Keiitucky Power projects 
that during 20 1 3 : 

0 Approximately 2,155 miles of distribution line will be niaiiitaiiied by 
iiiaiiual trimming, iiiechaiiical triiiuiiiiig, aiid herbicide treatiiieiit. 

0 13erbicide will be applied to 1,037 iiiiles covering approximately 3,147 
acres with ail O&M budget of over $1 3 9  inillion. 

0 Ai estimated $17.2 million will be spent on O&M for Distributioii 
Vegetation Manageineiit, with $16.4 inillioii expected to be spent on 
plauied maintenance, aiid $0.85 inillioii to be spent 011 

uiisclieduled/reactive iiiaiiiteiiaiice, as required. 

o Iii addition to expenses €or current forestry staff, re-clearing, aiid ground 
spraying o€ herbicides, additional activities of the plan iiiclude: 
0 reactive maintenance 
0 contract foresters 
0 stump grinding programs 
0 tree replaceiiieiit programs 
o a coiitractor safety, productivity aiid quality iiiceiitive prograin 

Kentucky Power estiinates it will take 7 years 10 perform a coinplete re-clearing 
cycle of its distribution system (at the eiid of 201 2 Kentucky Power will have coiiipleted 
2 and a half years of tlie 7 year program) aiid establish a 4-year cycle €or its oiigoiiig 
program. A complete iiiveiitory of all trees along distribution Rights-o€-Way will iiot be 
made at this time. I-Iowever, the Company is maintaining an iiiveiitory o€ "cycle-buster" 
trees as the program is inoved to a 4year cycle. (A cycle biister tree is oiie that has to be 
revisited before the circuit is due for its next cycle trim.) 

Ke1itL1cky Power will use reasonable aiid prudent effoits to adhere to and carry out 
this Work Plan. TJiiroreseeii circuiiistaiices iiiay cause soiiie deviations froin the plan. 
These iiiclude inaj or storiiis 01- the newly discovered iieed to do vegetation management 
011 a distribution circuit not in the plan, but wliicli is experieiiciiig reliability problems. 
The coiiipaiiy will inform tlie Coiniiiissioii of aiiy such iiiaterial deviation €ram its Plan. 



EXHIBIT 1 

entucky Power istribution Vegetation ana-gemelit Plan 

$243,257 

--- PIKEVILLE _____- 942 / T o 8 7  I $239,343 

ASHLAND 7 4.17 I 44.0 1 $ 3 6 7 , 3 5 2  

HAZARD I 796 I 1 6 2 0  , I 

- 

The 2013 Vegetation Maiiageiiient Plan will continue to focus on Full- 
Circuit Reclearing. Full-Circuit Re-clearing is an integral part of Kentucky 
Power Coiiipany 's efforts to transition fioin a reactive-based maintenance 
program to a cycbbased inaiiiteiiance approach that we began in July of 
2010. Re-clearing work will be prioritized and scheduled based oii past tree- 
related reliability perforinance, field inspection of the right-of-way 
conditions, aiid the nuinber of custoiners impacted. Approximately 
$850,4-57 will be budgeted to address reactive reliability issues that develop 
throughout the year. This TJnsclie~~~led/~eac,tive funding represents about 
five percent of the total Vegetation Maiiageinent o&M Budget. 

$ 5,623,241 I !$ 5,366,498 I 8 940,793 

$ 3,739,333 $ 4;i07,135 $ 706,177 

Kentncky Power Coinpany 's service territory covers oiie of the most heavily 
forested areas of tlie country. The spray prograin is a vital coiiiponeiit of 
I< entu cky P o wer C o inp aiiy ' s Ve get at i o ii l\/faiiageiiieiit P 1 ai I. LEV ( t J I  tr a 
LOW Volume), high-volume foliar, basal, cut-surface, aiid aerial application 
tecliniques will be utilized depending 011 the brush coiiditioiis. The goal is to 
treat 3 , 14-7 acres of brush in 20 13. 

TOTALS 

The 20 13 Vegetation Maiiageinent Plan also includes $2,550,000 sf  forestry 
capital. This fhdiiig will be utilized to reinove trees larger than 18 iiiches in 
diaiiieter, wideii rights-of-way, arid for TGR (Tree Growth Regulator) 
application. 

2;155 I 3,147 1- $ 3 5 0 , 4 5 7  $"'16,33'7,508 $47,237,965 $2,550,000 

The 20 1 3  Kentucky Power Distribution lWanageznent Plan projection for tlie 
three districts in its service territory is: 
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